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GERMAN AND GERMAN 
STUDIES
Bryn Mawr German Studies is a Bi-College Department with Haverford 
German. We offer a full curriculum of interdisciplinary coursework to 
investigate the role and resonance of German languages, literatures, and 
cultures to understand the essential questions of the past and present. 
Our program explores the diverse voices, perspectives, disciplines, and 
narratives that have emerged from and shape German-speaking regions 
and their relevance in the world today.

Students who pursue a course of study in German gain valuable 
communication and critical thinking skills to prepare them to be global 
citizens in the twenty-first century. Graduates of our program enjoy 
careers in education, public policy, foreign service, the natural sciences, 
business, law, medicine, library science, translating, and more. Students 
interested in the social sciences and STEM fields profit from growing their 
language and intercultural communicative skills to access opportunities 
in German-speaking countries.

Our language instruction encourages students from the elementary level 
to become skilled in all modes of communication. Upper-level courses 
unfold a variety of topics while deepening their critical writing, reading, 
and presentational skills. Cross-disciplinary course offerings reflect 
the breadth and depth of our curriculum and support the academic and 
professional goals of our students. German majors are encouraged to 
take courses and cultivate interests in interdisciplinary areas that engage 
with German thought.

College Foreign Language Requirement
Before the start of the senior year, each student must complete, with a 
grade of 2.0 or higher, two units of foreign language. Students may fulfill 
the requirement by completing two sequential semester-long courses 
in one language, beginning at the level determined by their language 
placement. A student who is prepared for advanced work may complete 
the requirement instead with two advanced free-standing semester-long 
courses in a single foreign language.

Department Learning Goals
By promoting knowledge of German speaking cultures, the Bi-Co German 
Department fosters skills and literacies for the twenty-first century. These 
include:

• critical thinking for real-world and creative problem-solving
• expository and analytical writing skills
• a command of the critical theories and methodologies used to 

analyze and contextualize cultural artifacts, texts, and media from the 
past and present

• intercultural competence by exploring different perspectives in a 
multilingual and multicultural world

• interdisciplinary connections that grow from the global resonance of 
German Studies

• communicational skills applicable across all fields in multilingual 
environments

• skills for evaluating media and primary and secondary sources for 
research purposes.

These goals are informed by the learning outcomes of Bryn Mawr College, 
emphasizing writing skills, research skills, oral communication skills, 

critical thinking skills, and the ability to view problems and questions 
from multiple perspectives.

Academic Opportunities
Study Abroad
Students majoring or minoring in German are encouraged to spend time 
in German-speaking countries over the course of their studies. Short-term 
and long-term opportunities include:

• immersive summer programs in the US and abroad, for example, 
Middlebury German Summer Language School, Frei Universität Berlin 
- Summer and Winter University (FUBiS), programs selected by the 
American Association of Teachers of German (AATG), the Deutsche 
Sommerschule am Pazifik, and Goethe Institute.

• summer courses at German universities funded by DAAD (German 
Academic Exchange) scholarships, Thomas Raeburn White 
Scholarship, Judy Loomis Gould Scholarship, Benjamin Gilman 
International Scholarship, The German Chancellor Fellowship for 
tomorrow's leaders, DAAD University Summer Course Grant, and 
HAUS Scholarship for Study at the University of Heidelberg

• select semester and year-long study abroad programs including the 
Junior Year Abroad in Munich, IES Programs in Berlin, Freiburg, and 
Vienna, and Freie Universität Berlin European Studies Program.

• internships or other career-focused experiences arranged 
independently through study abroad opportunities, e.g. Innovation 
Academy in Freiburg, RISE Germany (Research Internships in Science 
and Engineering), EMGIP Bundestag Internship (DAAD), IAESTE 
International Exchange Programs, AIESEC International Internships, 
Cultural Vistas, BASF, and Steuben-Schurz Gesellschaft.

Postgraduate Study and Professional Opportunities
• US Fulbright Open Study/Research
• US Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship (ETA)
• US Teaching Assistantships at Austrian Secondary Schools (Fulbright 

Austria)
• DAAD Study Scholarship
• Congress Bundestag Youth Exchange (CBYX)

Student Research and Scholarship Prizes
• Outstanding German Studies Student Award
• Berle Memorial Prize for German Literature
• Hester Ann Corner Prize in Literature (German)
• Hester Ann Corner Senior Thesis Prize
• Lattimore Poetry Prize
• Hanna Holborn Grey Research Fellowship
• German Society of Pennsylvania Scholarship

Major Requirements
The Department of German Studies offers a major and a minor. A German 
major consists of 10 credits above the elementary level. They typically 
consist of:

• two intermediate German courses (101 and 102)
• seven courses at the 200 and 300 level
• one of the four senior capstone options

Students placed at the advanced level (at the 200 level) must still take 10 
credits to fulfill major requirements. Two of the seven courses at the 200 
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or 300 level could be non-German credit in the broader area of German 
Studies with the approval of the department.

All German majors must take at least one 200 and one 300 level course 
in the Bi-Co German Department. At least one course has to be at the 300 
level with German as the language of instruction. For students studying 
abroad for one semester, up to four courses may count toward the major. 
For students studying abroad for an entire academic year, up to six 
courses may count toward the major. Approval from the department is 
required for awarding credits from abroad.

The Department of German Studies offers writing attentive and writing 
intensive courses. Majors are required to take two writing attentive 
courses to help them develop critical writing skills in German and work on 
their language proficiency across all modes of communication.

Senior Capstone Project
A senior project is required for all German majors. There are four options 
available to German majors and double majors to serve as meaningful 
capstones to their studies:

• A senior thesis (around 40 pages) in German. Students with German 
as their only major must register for GERM 400 and complete a senior 
thesis.

• A combined thesis (around 40 pages) written in English for double 
majors in a related discipline with a strong German studies 
component. A combined thesis must be approved by the department. 
Students completing a combined thesis register for thesis work with 
one of their major departments, but are still required to complete 10 
credits for their German major.

• A senior essay (20 pages) written in German for double majors 
produced in a 300-level seminar in lieu of a final paper. Students 
pursuing this option will take an additional 300 level seminar in 
German instead of GERM 400

• A project (equivalent to a 40-page research paper in German) 
for double majors, which may be either a 15-20-minute film or 
an exhibition with a portfolio and summary in German. Students 
pursuing this option must consult with the chair and their thesis 
advisor and then enroll in GERM 400.

Senior Capstone Presentation
At the conclusion of their senior year, all majors are required to 
participate in a public presentation of their capstone projects. Minors are 
invited and encouraged to present on a project they have done in their 
upper-level German coursework.

Senior Project Learning Goals
In completing the senior capstone, students should:

• formulate a theoretically informed and well-designed research project
• apply their German language skills to research, evaluate, and analyze 

cultural materials
• hone analytical and expository writing skills through all stages of the 

project

Assessment of Senior Thesis
The quality of the thesis is evaluated based on the following criteria:

• originality of topic
• depth of analysis of texts or cultural phenomena

• familiarity with and selection of relevant primary and secondary 
literature appropriate to genre of writing and discipline

• original application of relevant theoretical discourses in field(s) of 
interest

• clarity, coherence, and organization of writing and development of 
ideas

• delivery of a presentation to an audience of peers

Honors
Any student whose grade point average in the major at the end of their 
senior year is 3.8 or higher qualifies for departmental honors. Students 
who have completed a thesis and whose major grade point average 
at the end of the senior year is 3.6 or higher, but not 3.8, are eligible to 
be discussed as candidates for departmental honors. A student in this 
range of eligibility must be sponsored by at least one faculty member 
with whom she has done coursework, and at least one other faculty 
member must read some of the student's advanced work and agree 
on the excellence of the work in order for departmental honors to be 
awarded. If there is a sharp difference of opinion, additional readers will 
serve as needed.

Minor Requirements
A minor in German and German Studies consists of six credits above the 
elementary level. They typically consist of:

• two Intermediate German courses (101 and 102)
• four German courses at the 200 and 300 level

All German minors must take at least one 200 and one 300 level course 
in the Bi-Co German Department. At least one course has to be at the 300 
level with German as the language of instruction.

Students placed at the advanced level (at the 200 level) must still take 6 
credits to fulfill minor requirements.

GERM B000  GermanTA/Drill/Discussion  (0 Unit)  

GERM B001  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Meets five hours a week, including one mandatory drill session with a 
teaching assistant. This course is designed for students with no previous 
knowledge of German and will provide them with ample training across 
all modes of communication to develop their language competence 
in speaking, reading, listening, and writing. This course will cover an 
overview of German grammar and vocabulary that will allow students 
to talk about themselves and a variety of familiar and everyday topics, 
hold basic conversations, and describe events in the past while exploring 
contemporary life in German-speaking countries.  
College Requirement(s): Course does not meet an Approach  
Typically Offered: Every Fall  

GERM B002  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): GERM 001 or its equivalent or permission of instructor  
Meets five hours a week, including one mandatory drill session with 
a teaching assistant. This course is designed as a continuation of 
001, building on all skills and topics covered in the first semester. 
Strong emphasis on communicative competence both in spoken and 
written German in a larger cultural context and expanding learners’ 
understanding of key aspects of contemporary life in German-speaking 
countries and selected literary genres. Prerequisite: GERM 001 or its 
equivalent as decided by the department and/or placement tes  
College Requirement(s): Course does not meet an Approach  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  
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GERM B101  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): Completion of GERM 002 or its equivalent as decided by 
the department and/or placement test.  
Meets three hours per week with the course instructor, and one additional 
hour with a TA. This course is designed to improve students’ reading, 
speaking, listening, and writing skills through a thorough review of 
grammar and completion of exercises in composition and conversation. 
Study of selected literary and cultural texts and films will allow students 
to explore connections between language and culture and hone 
their communication skills. By engaging with authentic texts and 
materials, students will also explore the topography and recent history of 
contemporary Germany as visualized in the dynamic cityscapes across 
Germany and German-speaking countries. Prerequisite: Completion 
of GERM 002 or its equivalent as decided by the department and/or 
placement test.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s): Course does not meet an Approach  
Typically Offered: Every Fall  

GERM B102  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): GERM 101 or its equivalent as decided by the 
department.  
Meets three hours per week with the course instructor, and one additional 
hour with a TA. This course is the continuation of GERM 101,. We will 
concentrate on all four language skills--speaking, reading, writing, and 
listening comprehension and build on the knowledge that gained in the 
elementary-level courses and then honed in the previous semester. Study 
of a variety of authentic media and literary texts on course topics prepare 
students for advanced coursework in German. Prerequisite: GERM 101 or 
its equivalent as decided by the department and/or placement test.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s): Course does not meet an Approach  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  

GERM B201  Advanced Training: Language, Text, Context  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): GERM 201 or its equivalent.  
Emphasis on the development of conversational, writing and interpretive 
skills through an introductory study of German political, cultural 
and intellectual life and history, including public debate, institutional 
practices, mass media, cross-cultural currents, folklore, fashion and 
advertising. Taught in German. Course content may vary. Current topic 
description: This course considers German-language works that focus 
on women's experiences and recollections of major historical events of 
the 20th- and 21st centuries, such as the turn of the century, the post-
war period, division of Germany and multiculturalism. Selected works 
include television, film, dramas and short stories such as the Netflix 
series Charité (2017), Friedrich Dürrenmatt's Der Besuch der alten Dame 
(1956), Claudia Rusch's collection of short stories Meine freie deutsche 
Jugend (2005), and works from May Ayim, Yoko Tawada and Emine 
Özdamar.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Writing in the Major: Writing Attentive  

GERM B202  Introduction to German Studies  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): GERM 102 or its equivalent.  
This is a topics course. Topics may vary.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Writing in the Major: Writing Intensive  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  

GERM B217  Representing Diversity in German Cinema  (1 Unit)  
German society has undergone drastic changes as a result of 
immigration. Traditional notions of Germanness have been and are still 
being challenged and subverted. This course uses films and visual media 
to examine the experiences of various minority groups living in Germany. 
Students will learn about the history of immigration of different ethnic 
groups, including Turkish Germans, Afro-Germans, Asian Germans, Arab 
Germans, German Jews, and ethnic Germans from Eastern Europe. We 
will explore discourses on migration, racism, xenophobia, integration, 
and citizenship. We will seek to understand not only the historical and 
contemporary contexts for these films but also their relevance for 
reshaping German society. Students will be introduced to modern German 
cinema from the silent era to the present. They will acquire terminology 
and methods for reading films as fictional and aesthetic representations 
of history and politics, and analyze identity construction in the worlds 
of the real and the reel. This course is taught in English. Additional hour 
taught in German for German credit.  
Tagged with:

• Film Studies
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)
• Power, Inequity, and Justice (PIJ)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM B223  Topics in German Cultural Studies  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Course content varies. Taught in English.  
Tagged with:

• German at Haverford
• History
• Political Science
• Political Science at Haverford

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)
• Power, Inequity, and Justice (PIJ)

  
Writing in the Major: Writing Attentive  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  
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GERM B245  Interdisciplinary Approaches to German Literature and 
Culture  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Course content varies. Previous topics include, 
Women’s Narratives on Modern Migrancy, Exile, and Diasporas; Nation 
and Identity in Post-War Austria.  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• German at Haverford

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Writing in the Major: Writing Attentive  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM B259  Unnatural Encounters: The Environment in German 
Literature  (1 Unit)  
Germany is recognized as world leader in innovative sustainability 
practices and has long been a site of social and political organization 
around the environment. This course will explore encounters with 
and in the natural world in German literature, film, and the visual 
arts as reflections of or agents of social, political, and technological 
change. While these encounters are rooted in the philosophical divide 
between self and world, they embody questions of gender, urbanism, 
preservation, alienation, marginalization, and “homeland” in ways that 
galvanize political and social movements locally and nationally, real and 
imagined. The course is centered on different loci of encounters with 
the environment, including forests of fairy tales, coastlines and rivers, 
mountains, mines, agricultural and industrialized urban spaces. It will 
also consider the human-made environment, waste, and energy sources 
as places of encounter and transformation.  
Tagged with:

• Environmental Studies
• German at Haverford

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Writing in the Major: Writing Attentive  
Typically Offered: Only Once  

GERM B320  Topics in German Literature and Culture  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Course content varies. Taught in German. Recent 
topics include: Die Erzählkunst des Krimis; Funny Germans.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Writing in the Major: Writing Attentive  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM B321  Advanced Topics in German Cultural Studies  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Course content varies. Recent topic titles include: 
Asia and Germany through Film; The Letter, the Spirit, and Beyond: 
German-Jewish Writers and Jewish Culture in the 18th and 19th Century.  
Tagged with:

• Film Studies
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
College Requirement(s):

• Course does not meet an Approach
• Power, Inequity, and Justice (PIJ)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM B400  Senior Seminar  (1 Unit)  
Senior Seminar. Students are required to write a long 40-page research 
paper with an annotated bibliography.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  

GERM B403  Supervised Work  (1 Unit)  
Major Writing Requirement: Writing Intensive  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Semester  

GERM B421  German for Reading Knowledge  (1 Unit)  
Prerequisite(s): GSAS & AB/MA only  
This course is designed to prepare students to read and translate 
challenging academic texts from German into English. It presents an 
intensive examination of basic German grammar and syntax, together 
with strategies that will enable students to read and understand German 
texts essential for advanced study or learning in disciplines across the 
arts, social sciences, and humanities. Previous experience in German is 
an asset, but is not a class prerequisite. This course does not fulfill the 
Language Requirement  
Tagged with: German  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H001  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Meets five hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour with 
student drill instructors. Strong emphasis on communicative competence 
both in spoken and written German in a larger cultural context. This is a 
year-long course; both semesters (001 and 002) are required for credit. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Fall  

GERM H001A  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Meets five hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour with 
student drill instructors. Strong emphasis on communicative competence 
both in spoken and written German in a larger cultural context. This is a 
year-long course; both semesters (001 and 002) are required for credit. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
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GERM H002  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Meets five hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour with 
student drill instructors. Strong emphasis on communicative competence 
both in spoken and written German in a larger cultural context. This is a 
year-long course; both semesters (001 and 002) are required for credit. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H002B  Elementary German  (1 Unit)  
Meets five hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour with 
student drill instructors. Strong emphasis on communicative competence 
both in spoken and written German in a larger cultural context. This is a 
year-long course; both semesters (001 and 002) are required for credit. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  

GERM H101  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Meets three hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour 
with student drill instructor. Thorough review of grammar, exercises in 
composition and conversation. Enforcement of correct grammatical 
patterns and idiomatic use of language. Study of selected literary and 
cultural texts and films from German-speaking countries. Two semesters. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Fall  

GERM H101A  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Meets three hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour 
with student drill instructor. Thorough review of grammar, exercises in 
composition and conversation. Enforcement of correct grammatical 
patterns and idiomatic use of language. Study of selected literary and 
cultural texts and films from German-speaking countries. Two semesters. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H102  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Meets three hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour 
with student drill instructor. Thorough review of grammar, exercises in 
composition and conversation. Enforcement of correct grammatical 
patterns and idiomatic use of language. Study of selected literary and 
cultural texts and films from German-speaking countries. Two semesters. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H102B  Intermediate German  (1 Unit)  
Meets three hours a week with the individual class instructor, one hour 
with student drill instructor. Thorough review of grammar, exercises in 
composition and conversation. Enforcement of correct grammatical 
patterns and idiomatic use of language. Study of selected literary and 
cultural texts and films from German-speaking countries. Two semesters. 
Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Spring  

GERM H190  Introduction to Gender and Sexuality Studies  (1 Unit)  
An introduction to key concepts, issues, and theories in feminism and 
queer studies that focuses on the ways in which gender is constructed, 
understood, and enacted in relation to class, race, religion, nationality, and 
cultural productions.  

GERM H190B  Introduction to Gender and Sexuality Studies  (1 Unit)  
An introduction to key concepts, issues, and theories in feminism and 
queer studies that focuses on the ways in which gender is constructed, 
understood, and enacted in relation to class, race, religion, nationality, and 
cultural productions.  

GERM H201  Advanced Training: Language, Text, and Context  (1 Unit)  
This course is intended for students who wish to refine their speaking, 
writing, and reading skills beyond the Intermediate level. Designed 
as a comprehensive introduction to modern German culture, we will 
discuss a variety of literary, political, historical and philosophical texts, 
including feature films and video materials. Weekly grammar reviews will 
complement these activities. Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Every Year  

GERM H201A  Advanced Training: Language, Text, and Context  (1 Unit)  
This course is intended for students who wish to refine their speaking, 
writing, and reading skills beyond the Intermediate level. Designed 
as a comprehensive introduction to modern German culture, we will 
discuss a variety of literary, political, historical and philosophical texts, 
including feature films and video materials. Weekly grammar reviews will 
complement these activities. Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Every Year  

GERM H202  Advanced Training: Intro. to German Studies  (1 Unit)  
This course is intended for students who wish to refine their speaking, 
writing, and reading skills beyond the Intermediate level. Designed 
as a comprehensive introduction to modern German culture, we will 
discuss a variety of literary, political, historical and philosophical texts, 
including feature films and video materials. Weekly grammar reviews will 
complement these activities. Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Every Year  

GERM H202B  Advanced Training: Intro. to German Studies  (1 Unit)  
This course is intended for students who wish to refine their speaking, 
writing, and reading skills beyond the Intermediate level. Designed 
as a comprehensive introduction to modern German culture, we will 
discuss a variety of literary, political, historical and philosophical texts, 
including feature films and video materials. Weekly grammar reviews will 
complement these activities. Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Every Year  
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GERM H210  The City of Brotherly Love - Immigration and Images of a 
Changing City  (1 Unit)  
The course will engage with the history of Philadelphia as an immigrant 
city and look at the ways in which the different neighborhoods have 
changed over time. More specifically, it will highlight aspects of 
Philadelphia’s early German-speaking community, which made up 
about 45% of the city’s total residents in 1760 and about 33% in 1800 
(Minardi). For example, Germantown, Brewerytown, and Olney were 
at some point primarily German-speaking neighborhoods, which then 
became primarily African-American, and in the case of Olney, Asian-
American. Our analysis would scrutinize how the city demographically 
and visually transformed by looking at different maps, images, paintings 
etc. Furthermore, the course would also explore what attracted the 
various populations to the city at different historic times. In collaboration 
with HIAS, StoriesthatLive and Puentes de Salud, we would study how 
European Jews and Latin-Americans found refuge in the city of brotherly 
love. Initially, the Pennsylvania German Society of Philadelphia was 
also created in 1764, to help German speaking immigrants in need. 
Students will create a short film project about a person, who chose to 
immigrate to and found home in Philadelphia. Moreover, the course would 
touch on how the different populations perceived each other at different 
historic moments. For example, German speaking people often took on a 
mediating role between Native Americans and Anglo-Saxons in the early 
years of the United States. Our course materials would consist of a mix 
of biographical, historical, literary and art material. The course, which will 
be taught in English, is open to both German and non-German speakers. 
There will be an extra session in German for students taking it for German 
credit. This class will be taught in Philadelphia as part of the Tri-Co Philly 
Program Prerequisite(s): Priority in registration will be given to students 
participating in the Tri-Co Philly Program (https://www.haverford.edu/
philly-program). Remaining seats are available to other Tri-Co students, 
by lottery, if demand exceeds remaining spaces in the course. If you are 
interested in the program, you must fill out the application, which is due 
on Friday, October 28 at 11:59 pm. The program includes registering for 
the program’s core course, Popular Music and Media (GMST 026/FMST 
026/LITR 026/ MUSI 005E), and either this course, City of Brotherly Love: 
Images of a Changing City (GERM H210) OR Contemporary Art and Film 
(HART B380).Those not participating in the Philly program do not need 
to complete the application and can simply pre-register for the class 
Enrollment Limit: 15  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H210B  The City of Brotherly Love - Immigration and Images of a 
Changing City  (1 Unit)  
The course will engage with the history of Philadelphia as an immigrant 
city and look at the ways in which the different neighborhoods have 
changed over time. More specifically, it will highlight aspects of 
Philadelphia’s early German-speaking community, which made up 
about 45% of the city’s total residents in 1760 and about 33% in 1800 
(Minardi). For example, Germantown, Brewerytown, and Olney were 
at some point primarily German-speaking neighborhoods, which then 
became primarily African-American, and in the case of Olney, Asian-
American. Our analysis would scrutinize how the city demographically 
and visually transformed by looking at different maps, images, paintings 
etc. Furthermore, the course would also explore what attracted the 
various populations to the city at different historic times. In collaboration 
with HIAS, StoriesthatLive and Puentes de Salud, we would study how 
European Jews and Latin-Americans found refuge in the city of brotherly 
love. Initially, the Pennsylvania German Society of Philadelphia was 
also created in 1764, to help German speaking immigrants in need. 
Students will create a short film project about a person, who chose to 
immigrate to and found home in Philadelphia. Moreover, the course would 
touch on how the different populations perceived each other at different 
historic moments. For example, German speaking people often took on a 
mediating role between Native Americans and Anglo-Saxons in the early 
years of the United States. Our course materials would consist of a mix 
of biographical, historical, literary and art material. The course, which will 
be taught in English, is open to both German and non-German speakers. 
There will be an extra session in German for students taking it for German 
credit. This class will be taught in Philadelphia as part of the Tri-Co Philly 
Program Prerequisite(s): Priority in registration will be given to students 
participating in the Tri-Co Philly Program (https://www.haverford.edu/
philly-program). Remaining seats are available to other Tri-Co students, 
by lottery, if demand exceeds remaining spaces in the course. If you are 
interested in the program, you must fill out the application, which is due 
on Friday, October 28 at 11:59 pm. The program includes registering for 
the program’s core course, Popular Music and Media (GMST 026/FMST 
026/LITR 026/ MUSI 005E), and either this course, City of Brotherly Love: 
Images of a Changing City (GERM H210) OR Contemporary Art and Film 
(HART B380).Those not participating in the Philly program do not need 
to complete the application and can simply pre-register for the class 
Enrollment Limit: 15  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H215A  Sinn und Wahnsinn: Literatur, Kunst und Medizin im 18. 
und 19. Jahrhundert  (1 Unit)  
The seminar is designed to give a broad overview of the various aesthetic 
trends which have shaped contemporary German-speaking literature. 
Focusing on representative works--including prose, drama, and poetry--
this course will retrace and engage with the historical role of literature 
in the German speaking world over time, and access the importance 
of German literature in the current era of globalization and mass 
communication. Taught in German.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
College Requirement(s): Critical Interpretation (CI)  
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GERM H215B  Survey of Literature in German  (1 Unit)  
The seminar is designed to give a broad overview of the various aesthetic 
trends which have shaped contemporary German-speaking literature. 
Focusing on representative works--including prose, drama, and poetry--
this course will retrace and engage with the historical role of literature 
in the German speaking world over time, and access the importance 
of German literature in the current era of globalization and mass 
communication.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H220  German Colonial History in Africa & Afro-Germans/
Europeans  (1 Unit)  
This course will provide a historical overview of German colonial history 
in Africa, and critically engage with its origins, processes, and outcomes. 
We will first scrutinize colonial efforts by individual German states 
before the first unification of Germany in 1871, and then investigate 
the colonialism of Imperial Germany. In particular, we will focus on the 
time after the 1884/1885 Berlin Conference that sought to regulate 
the so-called “Scramble for Africa”. In addition, we will also familiarize 
ourselves with the presence of Afro-Germans and Afro-Europeans, and 
how their perception, reception, and representation changed over time. 
Furthermore, we will briefly touch on contemporary relations between 
Germany / Europe and Africa. Our discussions will explore issues of race 
and gender and draw on a variety of different materials such as historical, 
political, economic, medical, sociological, and literary texts and visual 
media.  
Tagged with:

• Africana Studies
• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford

  

GERM H220B  German Colonial History in Africa & Afro-Germans/
Europeans  (1 Unit)  
This course will provide a historical overview of German colonial history 
in Africa, and critically engage with its origins, processes, and outcomes. 
We will first scrutinize colonial efforts by individual German states 
before the first unification of Germany in 1871, and then investigate 
the colonialism of Imperial Germany. In particular, we will focus on the 
time after the 1884/1885 Berlin Conference that sought to regulate 
the so-called “Scramble for Africa”. In addition, we will also familiarize 
ourselves with the presence of Afro-Germans and Afro-Europeans, and 
how their perception, reception, and representation changed over time. 
Furthermore, we will briefly touch on contemporary relations between 
Germany / Europe and Africa. Our discussions will explore issues of race 
and gender and draw on a variety of different materials such as historical, 
political, economic, medical, sociological, and literary texts and visual 
media.  
Tagged with:

• Africana Studies
• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H223A  Visualizing Nations: Africa and Europe  (1 Unit)  
This course will explore ideas of nation-building in regard to the 
transnational relations between Europe and Africa. We will discuss 
African and European experiences of nation-creation to distinguish 
between exclusionary and inclusionary visions of nation states, and focus 
in particular on literary texts from Great Britain, Germany, and France in 
comparison with literary texts from Nigeria, South Africa, and Algeria. 
Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with:

• Africana Studies
• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• German at Haverford
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Every other Year  

GERM H223B  Crime and Detection in German Literature  (1 Unit)  
The “Krimi,” or crime novel, is one of the most popular genres in 
contemporary Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Narratives of crime and 
detection involve the reader intimately in the unfolding of the plot in the 
desire to uncover hidden truths. The fascination with crime and the thrill 
of detection inform narratives as diverse as classical detective novels 
and a psychoanalytical “case study.” Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every Three Years  

GERM H224A  Germany/Berlin from a Transnational Perspective  (1 
Unit)  
This course focuses primarily on the ways in which Germany/Berlin has 
influenced the visual imagination of American and other foreign artists, 
as well as a German immigrant artists, and Germans in the diaspora. 
While Germany without doubt has profoundly affected other countries 
worldwide, Germany and in particular the city of Berlin have also been 
shaped significantly by foreign influences, most recently during the 
recent refugee crisis in Europe. This course explores a variety of different 
visual media from film to the creation of museums. Taught in English with 
an extra session in German. Crosslisted: German, Comparative Literature, 
Visual Studies  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H224B  Books & Media for Children: From Enlightenment to 
Cyberspace  (1 Unit)  
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GERM H245  Approaches to Germ Lit/Culture: Freud's Vienna & Kafka's 
Prague  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Taught in German. Course content varies. 
Previous topics include, Women’s Narratives on Modern Migrancy, Exile, 
and Diasporas; Nation and Identity in Post-War Austria. Current topic: 
Crime, Justice and the Courtroom. This is a film-based course about 
political trials at critical junctures of German history.  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H245A  Approaches to Germ Lit/Culture: Freud's Vienna & Kafka's 
Prague  (1 Unit)  
This is a topics course. Taught in German. Course content varies. 
Previous topics include, Women’s Narratives on Modern Migrancy, Exile, 
and Diasporas; Nation and Identity in Post-War Austria. Current topic: 
Crime, Justice and the Courtroom. This is a film-based course about 
political trials at critical junctures of German history.  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H256  Art and the Meaning of Life  (1 Unit)  
You must change your life. This line of poetry written by Rainer Maria 
Rilke has always had an enormous impact on readers. But can a poem 
actually change our lives or our thinking? What about other artforms 
like film or painting? These questions will be central to the journey 
undertaken in this course, which examines how philosophers, writers, and 
filmmakers have sought to give forms of meaning to the world through 
diverse kinds of expression. Crosslisted: COML. Lottery Preference: None 
Enrollment Limit: 25.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• History of Art
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H256A  Art and the Meaning of Life  (1 Unit)  
You must change your life. This line of poetry written by Rainer Maria 
Rilke has always had an enormous impact on readers. But can a poem 
actually change our lives or our thinking? What about other artforms 
like film or painting? These questions will be central to the journey 
undertaken in this course, which examines how philosophers, writers, and 
filmmakers have sought to give forms of meaning to the world through 
diverse kinds of expression. Crosslisted: COML. Lottery Preference: None 
Enrollment Limit: 25.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• History of Art
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H262  Top German Cinema: #MeToo Women and Film  (1 Unit)  
This course meets twice a week and will either be taught in English 
with an extra-session in German or in German if all registered students 
speak German. It is the aim of this course to contextualize the #MeToo 
Movement in a transnational U.S. - European context. We will read a 
variety of texts and watch selected European/U.S. films that impacted 
the historical relationship between and representation of women in film. 
While this course focuses primarily on female directors, our discussion 
will also include the works of some male directors. Crosslisted: German, 
Comparative Literature Enrollment Limit: 18  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford
• Visual Studies

  

GERM H263  Visualizing Europa/The European Union  (1 Unit)  
The seminar is designed to provide a broad overview of the various 
aesthetic trends as well as political contexts, which have shaped the 
contemporary imagination/creation of the European Union. Engaging 
a variety of different texts, media, and disciplinary perspectives, this 
course will retrace and engage with the historical development of the 
idea of Europe from Ancient Greece to contemporary times, and assess 
the importance of visual representations of this idea in the current era of 
globalization and mass communication. (Taught in English with an extra 
session in German.)  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• German at Haverford
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GERM H263B  Visualizing Europa/The European Union  (1 Unit)  
The seminar is designed to provide a broad overview of the various 
aesthetic trends as well as political contexts, which have shaped the 
contemporary imagination/creation of the European Union. Engaging 
a variety of different texts, media, and disciplinary perspectives, this 
course will retrace and engage with the historical development of the 
idea of Europe from Ancient Greece to contemporary times, and assess 
the importance of visual representations of this idea in the current era of 
globalization and mass communication. (Taught in English with an extra 
session in German.)  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H272  Global Vienna: The Imperial City as Artwork, The Modern 
City as Urban Experiment  (1 Unit)  
This course investigates the clash between imperial artwork and the 
modern urban experiment that is a central dynamic of the Viennese 
experience. Drawing upon Viennese writers, artists, and intellectuals, 
course texts by Freud, Joseph Roth, Ingeborg Bachmann and others 
establish the discursive tradition of the city as artwork, while readings by 
Adolf Loos, Arthur Schnitzler, Veza Canetti bring into focus the modernist 
critique of aestheticization of the urban landscape. Crosslisted: COML. 
Enrollment Limit: 15.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H272B  Global Vienna: The Imperial City as Artwork, The Modern 
City as Urban Experiment  (1 Unit)  
This course investigates the clash between imperial artwork and the 
modern urban experiment that is a central dynamic of the Viennese 
experience. Drawing upon Viennese writers, artists, and intellectuals, 
course texts by Freud, Joseph Roth, Ingeborg Bachmann and others 
establish the discursive tradition of the city as artwork, while readings by 
Adolf Loos, Arthur Schnitzler, Veza Canetti bring into focus the modernist 
critique of aestheticization of the urban landscape. Crosslisted: COML. 
Enrollment Limit: 15.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• Growth and Structure of Cities at Bryn Mawr

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H302  The GDR in Literature and Film  (1 Unit)  
Taught in German. This course takes a closer look at GDR literature and 
film – past and present - its aesthetic diversity and historical context. We 
will explore multiple aesthetic models, including documentary, feminist, 
meta- fictional, autobiographical, and immigrant literatures. Furthermore, 
we will critically engage with films to decipher how they create or attempt 
to challenge meta-images that defined the past and present political 
situations. Pre-requisite(s): Students will need to know German at a high 
level (200-level German class or instructor consent). Enrollment Limit: 
15.00  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H302A  The GDR in Literature and Film  (1 Unit)  
Taught in German. This course takes a closer look at GDR literature and 
film – past and present - its aesthetic diversity and historical context. We 
will explore multiple aesthetic models, including documentary, feminist, 
meta- fictional, autobiographical, and immigrant literatures. Furthermore, 
we will critically engage with films to decipher how they create or attempt 
to challenge meta-images that defined the past and present political 
situations. Pre-requisite(s): Students will need to know German at a high 
level (200-level German class or instructor consent). Enrollment Limit: 
15.00  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H302B  The GDR in Literature and Film  (1 Unit)  
Taught in German. This course takes a closer look at GDR literature and 
film – past and present - its aesthetic diversity and historical context. We 
will explore multiple aesthetic models, including documentary, feminist, 
meta- fictional, autobiographical, and immigrant literatures. Furthermore, 
we will critically engage with films to decipher how they create or attempt 
to challenge meta-images that defined the past and present political 
situations. Pre-requisite(s): Students will need to know German at a high 
level (200-level German class or instructor consent). Enrollment Limit: 
15.00  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H305A  Modern German Drama - A Moral Compass?  (1 Unit)  
In 1784 Friedrich Schiller started a discussion about theater as a moral 
institution. With this in mind, this course will provide an overview of 
the historical development of drama within the German-speaking world 
and also explore foreign influences on German drama. We will read and 
watch a variety of different plays from Lessing to Jelinek, and engage 
with different theatrical genres: classical, epic, documentary, absurd, 
and feminist theater. In addition, we will discuss the function of the 
institutionalization of theater within the German national imaginary, with 
a particular focus on gender and race. This course is taught in German. 
Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every other Year  

GERM H305B  Modern German Drama - A Moral Compass?  (1 Unit)  
In 1784 Friedrich Schiller started a discussion about theater as a moral 
institution. With this in mind, this course will provide an overview of 
the historical development of drama within the German-speaking world 
and also explore foreign influences on German drama. We will read and 
watch a variety of different plays from Lessing to Jelinek, and engage 
with different theatrical genres: classical, epic, documentary, absurd, 
and feminist theater. In addition, we will discuss the function of the 
institutionalization of theater within the German national imaginary, with 
a particular focus on gender and race. This course is taught in German. 
Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  
Typically Offered: Every other Year  

GERM H319  Intermedial Transformations: Musico-Acoustic Imaginations 
in Literature and Film  (1 Unit)  
This course explores the rich and diverse representation of music in all its 
socio-aesthetic complexity from antiquity to the present. Special focus 
will be given to the intermedial strategies of translating non-verbal media 
(music, sound) into language.  



10 German and German Studies  2026-2027

GERM H319A  Intermedial Transformations: Musico-Acoustic 
Imaginations in Literature and Film  (1 Unit)  
This course explores the rich and diverse representation of music in all its 
socio-aesthetic complexity from antiquity to the present. Special focus 
will be given to the intermedial strategies of translating non-verbal media 
(music, sound) into language.  

GERM H320  Contemporary German Fiction – 1919 to 2019 (in 
German)  (1 Unit)  
Taught in German. One of the most interesting and exciting aspects 
of contemporary German-speaking literature is its aesthetic diversity, 
which eludes any clear-cut literary-historical definition. Instead, we are 
confronted with the co- existence of multiple aesthetic models, including 
documentary, feminist, meta- fictional, autobiographical, and immigrant 
literatures--compelling evidence that the notion of a single German 
literature has become totally obsolete. The course is designed to reflect 
this aesthetic plurality that has shaped German-speaking culture over 
the past several decades. Focusing on exemplary texts, the seminar will 
closely examine the diverging literary concepts and writing practices, 
characteristic of the literary scene today. Furthermore, we will critically 
engage with films to decipher how they attempt to challenge meta-
images that define our daily lives. Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Film Studies
• Film Studies
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Every other Year  

GERM H320A  Contemporary German Fiction – 1919 to 2019 (in 
German)  (1 Unit)  
Taught in German. One of the most interesting and exciting aspects 
of contemporary German-speaking literature is its aesthetic diversity, 
which eludes any clear-cut literary-historical definition. Instead, we are 
confronted with the co- existence of multiple aesthetic models, including 
documentary, feminist, meta- fictional, autobiographical, and immigrant 
literatures--compelling evidence that the notion of a single German 
literature has become totally obsolete. The course is designed to reflect 
this aesthetic plurality that has shaped German-speaking culture over 
the past several decades. Focusing on exemplary texts, the seminar will 
closely examine the diverging literary concepts and writing practices, 
characteristic of the literary scene today. Furthermore, we will critically 
engage with films to decipher how they attempt to challenge meta-
images that define our daily lives. Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Film Studies
• Film Studies
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Every other Year  

GERM H321A  Literature, Film, and New Media: From the Gutenberg-
Galaxy to Cyberspace  (1 Unit)  
The emergence of new acoustic, visual, and electronic media since 
the late 19th-century has dramatically changed the status of writing, 
textuality, and literature. Focusing on modernist as well as contemporary 
texts, films, and radio plays, the seminar will reconstruct the changing 
intermedial relationship between the book and its technologically 
advanced "other" from the print-based medium to the latest digital 
"Hypertext" novel. The challenges posed by photography, phonography, 
radio, film, and electronic media prompted writers to rethink and redefine 
their declining position vis-à-vis the new technologies which have 
successfully dethroned the book as the primary storage system of 
modern society. Excerpts from historical and contemporary theories of 
media (Benjamin, McLuhan, Baudrillard, Kittler, Adorno, Virillo, et al.) will 
provide the conceptual framework for the analysis of literary and filmic 
models. Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with:

• Computational Methods
• German at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Every Three Years  

GERM H321B  Topics Germ Lit: 1919 - 2019  (1 Unit)  
Crosslisted: German, Comparative Literature Enrollment Limit: 20  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• German at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Every Three Years  

GERM H324  Media Worlds  (1 Unit)  
It’s no secret that media shape the world around us. Cell phones use GPS 
to help us navigate through traffic and platforms like Instagram connect 
us to millions of people. Have things always been this way? How did 
people react to new technologies like film or television in the past? How 
do modern media impact us now? For German credit there will be an extra 
60-minute session in German. Crosslisted: GERM,COML,VIST. Enrollment 
Limit: 25.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• Visual Studies
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  
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GERM H324B  Media Worlds  (1 Unit)  
It’s no secret that media shape the world around us. Cell phones use GPS 
to help us navigate through traffic and platforms like Instagram connect 
us to millions of people. Have things always been this way? How did 
people react to new technologies like film or television in the past? How 
do modern media impact us now? For German credit there will be an extra 
60-minute session in German. Crosslisted: GERM,COML,VIST. Enrollment 
Limit: 25.00  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German at Haverford
• Visual Studies
• Visual Studies

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

GERM H399A  Senior Conference  (1 Unit)  
All of our majors are required to write a senior thesis in German, or—if 
they are double majors—to produce a thesis in a related discipline that 
has significant overlap with their work in German. They typically take 
a 300-level seminar in fall and write a research term paper which often 
becomes the foundation for their senior project. In the spring semester 
they take the mandatory senior conference consisting of weekly meetings 
and discussions of thesis proposals and drafts with their advisor(s). In 
writing the senior thesis, the student should demonstrate a) the capacity 
to conceive a theoretically informed and well designed research project 
b) the language skills to research and evaluate primary and secondary 
materials and to effectively synthesize these, and c) the analytical and 
methodological skills to produce an innovative and critically astute 
thesis.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H399B  Senior Conference  (1 Unit)  
All of our majors are required to write a senior thesis in German, or—if 
they are double majors—to produce a thesis in a related discipline that 
has significant overlap with their work in German. They typically take 
a 300-level seminar in fall and write a research term paper which often 
becomes the foundation for their senior project. In the spring semester 
they take the mandatory senior conference consisting of weekly meetings 
and discussions of thesis proposals and drafts with their advisor(s). In 
writing the senior thesis, the student should demonstrate a) the capacity 
to conceive a theoretically informed and well designed research project 
b) the language skills to research and evaluate primary and secondary 
materials and to effectively synthesize these, and c) the analytical and 
methodological skills to produce an innovative and critically astute 
thesis.  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H480  Independent Study  (1 Unit)  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H480A  Independent Study  (1 Unit)  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM H480B  Independent Study  (1 Unit)  
Tagged with: German at Haverford  

GERM HTRF  German Transfer Credit  (1-16 Unit)  

COML B213  Theory in Practice: Critical Discourses in the Humanities  (1 
Unit)  
What is a postcolonial subject, a queer gaze, a feminist manifesto? And 
how can we use (as readers of texts, art, and films) contemporary studies 
on animals and cyborgs, object-oriented ontology, zombies, storyworlds, 
neuroaesthetics? By bringing together the study of major theoretical 
currents of the 20th century and the practice of analyzing literary works 
in the light of theory, this course aims at providing students with skills to 
use literary theory in their own scholarship. The selection of theoretical 
readings reflects the history of theory (psychoanalysis, structuralism, 
narratology), as well as the currents most relevant to the contemporary 
academic field: Post-structuralism, Post-colonialism, Gender Studies, 
and Ecocriticism. They are paired with a diverse range of short stories 
across multiple language traditions (Poe, Kafka, Camus, Borges, Calvino, 
Morrison, Djebar, Murakami, Ngozi Adichie) that we discuss along with 
our study of theoretical texts. We will discuss how to apply theory to the 
practice of interpretation and of academic writing, and how theoretical 
ideas shape what we are reading. The class will be conducted in English, 
with an additional hour taught by the instructor of record in the target 
language for students wishing to take the course for language credit.  
Tagged with:

• African Studies at Bryn Mawr
• Africana Studies
• East Asian Languages and Cultures
• English at Haverford
• French and French Studies
• French at Haverford
• Gender & Sexuality Studies
• Gender and Sexuality Studies
• German
• History of Art
• Literatures in English
• Philosophy
• Philosophy at Haverford
• Russian
• Spanish
• Transnational Italian Studies

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Cross-Cultural Analysis (CC)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  
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ITAL B221  What is Aesthetics? Theories on Art, Imagination, and 
Poetry  (1 Unit)  
This course investigates how global thinkers, poets, and artists reflected 
in their works on the roles and powers of art, poetry, and human creativity. 
The course approaches this theme through a cross-cultural and trans-
historical approach, which encompasses the Italian Humanism, which 
argued for the first time for the importance of aesthetic knowledge, 
as well as the Age of Enlightenment, which founded ‘aesthetics’ as a 
specific scientific discipline. Readings from these writers will show how 
artistic products, human imagination, and poetry are not just light-hearted 
activities but powerful cognitive tools which can reveal aspects of human 
history. If the human being is deemed to be a combination of reason and 
feeling – soul and body – art and poetry, which border both the rational 
and irrational realms, appear the most appropriate scientific tool to reveal 
the human essence and its destiny. The discussion will focus on pivotal 
global writers and philosophers such as Giambattista Vico and Giacomo 
Leopardi, who pioneered aesthetic, historical, literary, and anthropological 
ideas which are still crucial in the current theoretical debate on arts and 
poetry. All readings and class discussion will be in English. Students will 
have an additional hour of class for Italian credit.  
Tagged with:

• German
• German at Haverford
• History
• History of Art
• Middle Eastern, Central Asian & North African Stud
• Philosophy
• Philosophy at Haverford

  
College Requirement(s):

• Critical Interpretation (CI)
• Inquiry into the Past (IP)

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  

POLS B381  Nietzsche  (1 Unit)  
This course examines Nietzsche’s thought, with particular focus on such 
questions as the nature of the self, truth , irony, aggression, play, joy, love, 
and morality. The texts for the course are drawn mostly from Nietzsche’s 
own writing, but these are complemented by some contemporary work 
in moral philosophy and philosophy of mind that has a Nietzschean 
influence.  
Tagged with:

• Comparative Literature at Bryn Mawr
• Comparative Literature at Haverford
• German
• German at Haverford
• Philosophy
• Philosophy at Haverford
• Political Science at Haverford

  
Typically Offered: Occasionally  
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